
FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION, FIND US ONLINE: 
www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov and www.facebook.com/BayfieldCountyGovernment 

Congrats to New & Re-elected Local Officials! 

Another spring election has come and gone, and 
thanks to candidates, clerks, election workers, and 
(of course) voters, Bayfield County will welcome 
several new citizen representatives to local units of 
government. Thanks to everyone who ran for of-
fice or cast a ballot, and especially to the dedicated 
staff and volunteers who worked at the polls! See 
the next page to learn about the new members of 
the Bayfield County Board of Supervisors. 
 

Now that the non-partisan elections are complete, it’s time for Clerks to 
turn their attention to this coming fall, when residents of Bayfield County 
will cast their ballots for state and federal representatives - including    
several open seats: State Senate District 25, Governor, and 7th District 
Representative to the U.S. House of Representatives. For 
information about voting and the choices on your ballot, 
visit myvote.wi.gov then save these election dates: 

View the 2026 Election Calendar from the Wisconsin 
Elections Commission here: https://shkd.us/kFce68tK 

 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  

• Welcome New County 
Board  Supervisors! 

• New Clerk of Court 

• Non-Emergency               
Transportation Operations 

• New Zoning Ordinance 

• Hazardous Waste        
Clean Sweep 

• Community Wellness   
Incentive 

• Community Mental   
Health Series 

• Resilience and            
Prosperity Project 

• New: Residential Tax   
Incremental Districts 
(TID) for Towns! 
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Scholarship Opportunity 

The Government Information        
Processing Association of Wisconsin 
(GiPAW) is offering scholarships for 

Wisconsin high school students     
interested in pursuing careers in IT. 

Applications are due April 27, 2026 

Apply at: http://bit.ly/41YnwCP 

Volunteer Opportunity          

Interested in local government?  
Consider submitting an application 

for county committees! 

Apply to be a Citizen Committee 
Member today: 

www.governmentjobs.com/careers/
bayfieldco 

Partisan Primary Election - August 11, 2026 

General Election - November 3, 2026 

14 Best Small Town Getaways in Wisconsin 

The Bayfield area was highlighted by Midwest Living 
for all things Lake Superior and year-round outdoor 
activities. You can read the article here: rb.gy/anmj4h 

http://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov
https://www.facebook.com/BayfieldCountyGovernment
https://myvote.wi.gov/en-us/
https://elections.wi.gov/memo/2026-election-calendar-available
https://elections.wi.gov/memo/2026-election-calendar-available
https://form.jotform.com/260436758361058
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/bayfieldco
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/bayfieldco
https://rb.gy/anmj4h


 

Greetings from Deidre (Dee) Zifko, the Bayfield County Clerk of Court. 
Some of you know me, but many do not. I started in 1995 for Bayfield 
County as a part-time Judicial Assistant and part-time in Extension. I 
began full-time in the Clerk of Court’s office in 2004 and then moved 
into the District Attorney’s office from 2014 to 2018, and went back 
into the Clerk of Court in 2018. I was elected to the position in the fall 
of 2022 and began serving as Clerk of Court and Register in Probate in 
January 2023.  

Many people do not know what the Clerk of Court’s office does. My role is to 
supervise and keep cases moving through the court system, including jury 
management, budgeting, and a range of other tasks. I also handle the crimi-
nal/juvenile case load, appeals, and back up my three Deputies, each of whom 
has a specific case load they manage. Kimberly Pospychalla does traffic, DNR 
and financials. Madison Briner handles Family, Small Claims, Civil and Pater-
nity cases. Emma Grove is the Deputy Register in Probate and manages the 
Probate, Guardianship and Mental Health cases. She is also back-up Clerk for 
the criminal and juvenile caseload. Each Deputy goes into court to clerk their 
cases, but we all work together and know a little bit about each other’s case-
loads. The Judicial Assistant, Nora Tribys, handles the jury management. I have worked in the court system 
now for 31 years and I have a great team! I am not running again for Clerk of Court and will be retiring May 1, 
2026. I just want to say thank you to Bayfield County and its residents. It is the season to spend time with my 7 
grandkids, family, and my retired friends. Judge Anderson will be appointing Emma Grove as interim Clerk of 
Court/RIP and she will be on the ballot this fall. I am confident she will do a great job! 

Bayfield County Clerk of Court  
Retiring in May 
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Jamie Tucker, District 2 - City of Bayfield and Town of Bayfield (Ward 1) 
In District 2, we have a new addition to the County Board; Jamie Tucker, who has lived in the Chequamegon 
Bay area since 1998. He took an interest in participating in local politics from being a student of current events 
and geopolitics. Jamie currently sits on the board of directors for a family-owned company, IDEAL industries, 
Inc. and is a fourth generation family-owner. Locally, Jamie is the owner of Big Lake Organics, a full circle 
community composing company. When he’s not running the business, he likes to paddle the shores of Lake 
Superior, act on stage, and play the   violin in the Chequamegon Symphony Orchestra. He can be reached at 
jamie.tucker@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov 

Jackie Roguski, District 11 - Towns of Grand View, Kelly and Lincoln  
In District 11, Jackie Roguski was elected for a full term after being appoint-
ed in January. Jackie is a lifelong resident of Bayfield County, building both 
her career and her family in the area where she grew up. She graduated from 
Ashland High School in 1998 and went on to earn an Associate’s Degree in 
Accounting from Northwoods Technical College (formerly WITC) in 2000. 
For the past 23 years, she has worked for a local Bayfield County business in  
the district she serves, and where she also operates a small farm. Her interest 
in local government has grown over the years, leading her to serve as Clerk 
for the Town of Kelly, where she was first elected in 2023 and re-elected in 
2025. This role has given her valuable insight into the importance of transpar-
ent, effective local leadership. In her free time, she enjoys spending as much 
time outdoors as possible, taking advantage of all that our area has to offer. 

Meet your new Bayfield County Board Members! 

mailto:jamie.tucker@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov
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Mark Your Calendars!  
The Bayfield County Fair is Aug. 6-9, 2026! 

Pay-one-price admission includes parking, carnival rides, grandstand shows and 
all grounds entertainment. 

 

Daily  $20 
Season  $40 (all 4 days) 
Veterans  $10 
Seniors (62+) $10 
4 and Under Free 

 

Volunteer to work a 3-hour shift at the Fair and earn a FREE Daily pass!  

Enter an item in one of 2,000 categories and get a FREE Season pass!  

Open to any resident of Wisconsin.  
 

New this year: Bull Riding show on Thursday AND Friday nights!! 

More details at www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/fair.  

Care Connections Clinics-Free Monthly Services 
Care Connections Clinics are hosted by the Bayfield County Health Department on 
the last Wednesday of every month to help connect community members with es-
sential care and local county services. These clinics are designed to support indi-
viduals and families who may be uninsured or having difficulty accessing 
healthcare. 
 

The next clinic will be held April 29 from 3:00–6:00 PM at the Bayfield County Health 
Department. This month will feature Bayfield Digital Navigator Eric Faber, repre-
senting Connecting Lives Through Community Knowledge (CLICK). Through this 
program, residents can receive help with technology needs, attend free CLICK & 
Learn sessions, and access a digital lending library with devices such as laptops 
and hotspots. CLICK’s goal is to increase digital literacy and expand access to 
technology across Bayfield County and the        
surrounding region. 
 

In addition to special monthly features, services 
may include health screenings, reproductive and 
sexual health resources, vaccines, Narcan distribu-
tion, and more. Local partners and county depart-
ments are available to provide information, answer 
questions, and connect residents to ongoing care. 
 

Everyone deserves access to care! 

http://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/fair
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Bayfield County is the second largest county in the State of 
Wisconsin, encompassing over 1,500 square miles.  What 
do you do if you do not have access to a vehicle or are una-
ble to drive? Bayfield County has many different options 
available, depending on where you live.  
 
For more information, click on these links: bayfield-
county.wi.gov/430/Transportation-Services OR bay-
fieldcounty.wi.gov/153/Veterans-Service-Office 
 
Mobility Management is a free service provided by Bay 
Area Rural Transit (BART) to help link people to all avail-
able transportation services, not just BART. Their Mobility 
Managers help individuals find the most efficient, cost-
effective way to get where they need to go. If you need to 
schedule non-emergency medical transportation, please call 
BART’s Mobility Manager, Todd Mattson, at 715-979-
2509 a minimum of 48 hours before your medical appoint-
ment.  
 
Bay Area Rural Transit (BART) is a public bus service 
which has designated bus stops located throughout fixed 
routes around the Chequamegon Bay area including Bay-

field, Washburn, Iron River, and 
Ashland. Routes 1 & 2 connect 
the Bad River Reservation, Ash-
land, Washburn, Bayfield, and 
the Red Cliff Reservation, with 
scheduled stops and safe, flexible 
flag-down options. Riders may 
call 715-682-9664 for advance 
pickup requests. More routes 
available at www.bartbus.com/ 
 

BayCo Door2Door is a BART van service that provides 
public transportation to and from anywhere in Bayfield 
County, with additional service to Ashland and Hayward 
when regular public transportation isn’t an option. The cost 
is distance-based. To schedule a ride or to get more infor-
mation, call BART at 715-682-9664. 
 
Washburn Area Blue Goose is an on-demand public 
transportation service that provides rides within the Wash-
burn area. This service can also provide transfer to and 
from route 1 and route 2 BART buses. The “Blue Goose” 
operates Monday-Friday from 8:45 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. 
Please call BART at 715-682-9664 to schedule a ride.  
 
Barnes/Drummond/Cable Area Route to Hayward  
A small bus operated by Namekagon Transit provides 
weekly service on Tuesdays from the Barnes, Drummond, 
and Cable communities to Hayward. Door Stop Service 
may be arranged along the established route. There is a 
nominal fee charged for this service. For reservations, 
please call Namekagon Transit’s Dispatch Office at 715-

634-6633, option 1 or 866-296-9599 option 1. Please re-
member to make reservations 24 hours in advance. Call in 
any cancellations two hours prior to your scheduled reser-
vation. Both reservations and cancellations must be made 
with an in-person dispatcher. Voice mail messages cannot 
be accepted.  
 
Specialized Support for Veterans & Seniors 
BART offers free rides for their regular schedule lines for 
Veterans. Accessibility features such as wheelchair lifts are 
available on many routes. This service can be used for a 
wide variety of needs, from important medical appoint-
ments to daily errands and work commutes. 
 
Miskwaabekong (Red Cliff Area Transit Service is a 
public service offering rides to anyone needing transporta-
tion within the Red Cliff area. This service is coordinated 
through BART and can also provide transfers to and from 
route 1 and route 2. Contact the BART dispatcher at 715-
682-9664 to schedule a ride or for more information.  
 
The Volunteer Driver Program is available to residents 
of Bayfield County who are aged 60 and older and individ-
uals with disabilities who have no other means of transpor-
tation. The program provides non-emergency, door-to-door 
transportation, focusing on medical trips outside of the 
general service area. This service is limited due to the num-
ber of volunteer drivers who use their own personal vehi-
cles to take riders to their appointments. Riders must be-
come eligible and register for the program. Once registered 
and approved for the program, riders may begin to request 
transportation. To determine eligibility, contact the BART 
Mobility Manager Todd Mattson at 715-979-2509. 
 
The Veterans Service Office (CVSO) provides free trans-
portation to veterans unable to transport themselves for 
VA-referred medical appointments. The CVSO office can 
be contacted to schedule 
appointments in the im-
mediate area for Com-
munity Care and for 
transport to VA Clinics. 
We are looking for vol-
unteer drivers to take 
veterans to their appoint-
ments, and mileage is 
reimbursed.  
 
If you have reliable 
transportation and  
desire to serve,  
contact the Bayfield 
County CVSO at  
715-373-6137. 

Non-Emergency Transportation  
Options in Bayfield County 

https://bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/430/Transportation-Services
https://bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/430/Transportation-Services
https://bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/153/Veterans-Service-Office
https://bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/153/Veterans-Service-Office
http://www.bartbus.com/
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Strong Bodies: 
Building Strength, Confidence and Community 

UW-Madison Extension’s StrongBodies program makes a 
meaningful impact across Wisconsin by helping adults of all 
ages improve strength, balance, and overall well‑being. This 
evidence‑based strength‑training program supports healthier 
aging, reduces the risk of falls, and boosts confidence in dai-
ly activities. Participants consistently report noticeable im-
provements in physical strength and mobility, along with in-
creased energy and independence. 
 

Just as importantly, StrongBodies fosters social connection. 
Participants build supportive relationships that keep them 
motivated and engaged, and many describe the program as a 

welcoming community that encourages them to stay active and connected. These shared expe-
riences often become a powerful source of encouragement and accountability. 
 

StrongBodies is offered virtually using Zoom, making it easy to participate without leaving 
your home. The Bayfield Extension office has hand weights, ankle weights, and yoga mats 
available for check out if you need workout gear. Contact Stephanie.Bakker@wisc.edu or call 
715-373-6104 to make check out arrangements. 
 

The next StrongBodies series will run from April 7 to June 25, Tuesday and Thursdays, 9:00 
a.m to 10:15 a.m. To register, visit https://go.wisc.edu/j9x389.  
 

View this link to learn more about the StrongBodies program: 
https://health.extension.wisc.edu/strongbodies. 

Northern Lights Health Services and Bayfield County have a unique partnership. The Northern Lights Board of 
Directors oversees facility operations. Bayfield County, as owner of the facility, has provided  facility funding 
assistance. Northern Lights is a 50-bed skilled nursing facility with a 16-bed attached assisted living facility 
(The Oaks). 
 
Over the past three years, Bayfield County and 
Northern Lights have collaborated on a several 
capital projects, including replacement coolers  in 
the kitchen, new heating and air conditioning, insu-
lation, windows, a cooler replacement and new 
HVAC system controls. 
 
In 2026, additional HVAC work will take place 
together with parking lot reconstruction and entry-
way carpet replacement are planned. 
 

 

2025-2026 Northern Lights Health Services 

mailto:Stephanie.Bakker@wisc.edu
https://go.wisc.edu/j9x389
https://health.extension.wisc.edu/strongbodies/#success
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Comprehensive Zoning Rewrite 
Progress continues on the comprehensive zoning code 
rewrite project. The County initially hoped the project 
would be completed within18 months, but the process 
was extended to allow for additional town and public 
input regarding zoning districts and dimensional stand-
ards. The new drafts will be available for public review 
in mid-May. In anticipation of this release, three public 
meetings have been scheduled to educate and prepare 
the public to provide feedback: 
 

• April 29th, 3:00-5:00 pm at Town of Bayfield Town 
Hall (85450 County Hwy J, Bayfield, WI 54814) 

• April 29th, 6:30-8:30 pm at Cable Community   
Center (13660 County Hwy M; Cable, WI 54821) 

• April 30th, 4:00-6:00 pm at Iron River Community 
Center (8275 E Mill St, Iron River, WI 54847) 

 

These meetings will be facilitated by UW-Extension and 
county staff. A flier with public meeting information has 
been included in this newsletter.  
 

After feedback on the code drafts is received, the de-
partment will work with the towns to update the zoning 
district map. The goal is to adopt the new zoning dis-
trict map at the same time as the new code. 

FEE SCHEDULE 
 

The County Board revised the fee schedule on February 
25, 2026. Municipalities are now exempt from ad-
ministrative land use permit fees. Municipalities are 
defined as follows: towns, villages, public school dis-
tricts, county, sanitary districts, water districts, the Red 
Cliff Tribe and the Bayfield County & City of Washburn 
Housing Authorities. 

 

The county also reduced the fee for land use permits 
for  residential dwellings from $0.75/square foot to 
$0.50/square foot. 

 

CONTRACTOR MEET & GREET EVENT 
 

The department is hosting a contractor meet & greet 
event May 6th, 3:00-5:00 p.m. located in the EOC Room 
in the Annex Building at the Bayfield County complex in 
Washburn. Light refreshments will be provided. 
 

The purpose of the event is to give contractors an op-
portunity to connect with staff in the department to 
share information, preview a new online application 
submission portal, and to provide an update on the on-
going zoning ordinance code rewrite. 
 

LAND USE TRAININGS 
 

Are you a new town official? Do you need a refresher or 
want to stay well-informed on planning and zoning re-
lated topics? 
 

UW-Stevens Point offers a series of introductory webi-
nars including zoning fundamentals, shoreland zoning, 
and meeting and hearing conduct. See link to recorded 
webinars: https://www.uwsp.edu/clue/center-for-land-
use-education/planning-and-zoning-training/planning-
and-zoning-webinars/ 
 

Additionally, they also provide a yearly webinar series 
on relevant topics. This webinar series is FREE. Regis-
tration is through Zoom: https://bit.ly/3Z4GCpK. 
 

NEW FLOODPLAIN MAPS 
 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is 
in process of updating the county’s floodplain maps. 
Preliminary maps are available.  
 

To view proposed FEMA map changes, please search 
for it by typing “FEMA Map Changes Viewer” in your 
web browser or use the web address below:  
https://www.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html
?id=5852ea902db44e55bfce395799315f9c  
 

The changes reflect FEMA’s use of improved data and 
technology to provide more accurate flood risk infor-
mation for the community.  
 

On January 21st a virtual public open house was held. 
The department sent letters to property owners who 
would be most impacted by the changes - those who 
had a structure or more of a structure that may now fall 
within the floodplain. 
 

FEMA informed the department that the earliest the 
new floodplain maps would be available for adoption is 
2027. Floodplain regulations apply to structures within 
the floodplain based on the adopted floodplain maps. 

Two things Towns can do to prepare for 
the new Zoning Code & District Map: 

• Review current Future Land Use maps and 
make any adjustments that should be incor-
porated into the new Zoning Map.  

 
 

• Identify all Municipally-owned properties. 
Many have incorrect district designations 
that were never updated when the Munici-
pal District was incorporated into the code. 
This is the perfect opportunity to ensure 
that these issues are corrected! 

https://www.uwsp.edu/clue/center-for-land-use-education/planning-and-zoning-training/planning-and-zoning-webinars/
https://www.uwsp.edu/clue/center-for-land-use-education/planning-and-zoning-training/planning-and-zoning-webinars/
https://www.uwsp.edu/clue/center-for-land-use-education/planning-and-zoning-training/planning-and-zoning-webinars/
https://bit.ly/3Z4GCpK
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.arcgis.com%2Fapps%2Fwebappviewer%2Findex.html%3Fid%3D5852ea902db44e55bfce395799315f9c&data=05%7C02%7Cruth.hulstrom%40bayfieldcounty.wi.gov%7Cb2ed44b5778a4262816508de4e1589e5%7C145ec30e57694
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.arcgis.com%2Fapps%2Fwebappviewer%2Findex.html%3Fid%3D5852ea902db44e55bfce395799315f9c&data=05%7C02%7Cruth.hulstrom%40bayfieldcounty.wi.gov%7Cb2ed44b5778a4262816508de4e1589e5%7C145ec30e57694
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Household Hazardous Waste and  
Electronics Collection 

It’s a “Clean Sweep” for a Safer Home! 

What hidden hazards are lurking in your house, garage, or shed? Maybe it’s an old can of oil-based paint, leftover pesti-
cides or fertilizers, or containers of antifreeze. Perhaps it’s outdated electronics like a toaster, VCR, Christmas lights, or 
a coffee maker. And when was the last time you checked your medicine cabinet for expired medications? 

Disposing of these items isn’t as simple as tossing them in the trash, so they often end up stored away in basements, gar-
ages, or sheds - where they pose as potential safety and environmental risks. 

Bayfield County residents can breathe a sigh of relief. A safe and convenient solution is 
here with the Bayfield County Clean Sweep event on Thursday, July 23, from 2:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Bayfield County Fair Grounds, located at 7080 N. Main 
Street, Iron River, WI.  Please enter by following North Main Street to the Fair 
Grounds. 

This year’s Clean Sweep event will be held at the Bayfield County Fair Grounds. 
Each year, the Clean Sweep location moves to different areas of the county to give all 
Bayfield County residents an opportunity to participate, no matter where they live. 

For the past 30 years, the Northwest Regional Planning Commission, in partnership with 
nine Wisconsin Northland counties, has been protecting the Northwoods through the 
Northwest Clean Sweep Program by collecting Household Hazardous Waste. Bayfield 
County proudly continues this tradition by offering a single location with three stations 
where residents can safely drop off household hazardous waste, old electronics, medica-
tions, and sharps. Most items are accepted free of charge; batteries and some light bulbs 
have a fee associated with their drop off. Please check the website for more details.  

Residents are encouraged to review the list of acceptable items before attending the 
event. Empty paint cans and latex paint are not considered hazardous waste and 
should not be brought to this event. For more details, visit the Bayfield County UW-Madison website at:  

https://bayfield.extension.wisc.edu/news/hhw-cleansweep/.  

If you have any additional questions, you can reach Theresa LaChappelle, Office Manager and Clean Sweep Coordinator 
with the UW–Madison Extension Bayfield County Office, at 715-373-5139 or by email 
at theresa.lachappelle@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov. 

 

file://///bayco-fs6/UWEX/Office%20Forms/News%20Release/ https:/bayfield.extension.wisc.edu/news/hhw-cleansweep/
mailto:theresa.lachappelle@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov
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2026-2027 Bayfield County Local  

Community Wellness Initiative Grants 

Now Combined with the Passport to Wellness Program 

What’s New in 2026? 
• All funded projects will be mapped on the newly re-

vamped Passport to Wellness website.  
• Successful applicants will receive an official Passport 

to Wellness sign for their project site. 
• Projects will be promoted as part of a county-wide 

wellness destination network. 
 

Project Description: A community wellness initiative 
that promotes the health infrastructure of Bayfield Coun-
ty, its residents and visitors.   
 
Purpose: Provide the community with assistance to cre-
ate the opportunity for a better place to live by supporting 
infrastructure for physical activity, promoting health and 
wellness.   
 
Grant Details: Applications are open from March 1, 

2026, through Friday, April 30, 2026. 

• Cost sharing 50% from Bayfield County with local 
communities.  

• Up to $5,000 per project for cost-sharing. Minimum 
of $1,000 request for grants. 

• Up to $30,000 of funds are available county-wide.  
• Grant funds may only be used for materials, equip-

ment and contractual costs.  
• Community may include donations of equipment, 

materials, parts, labor, and time in 50% cost-sharing. 
(Labor contributions up to $15/hour.) 

• Approved grant expenses will be reimbursed upon 
project completion. 

• Any funds awarded must not be used to replace 
(supplant) funds that have already been appropriated 
for the project. 

• Projects must be completed by June 30, 2027. 
 

Apply online at: www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/
communitywellnessgrant 

Selection Criteria:  
• Projects must create an opportunity for physical ac-

tivity and/or promotion of healthy living. Special 
preference will be given to projects that promote 
health and wellness for people of all ages. 

• Projects must focus on improving wellness opportu-
nities in Bayfield County. 

• Project proposals will be accepted from towns, cities, 
village or tribe located within Bayfield County. Com-
munity groups may work through these government 
entities. 

• Project proposals must demonstrate local commit-
ment in the form of two letters of support from com-
munity members or organizations. 

• Selection of projects will be determined by the Com-
munity Wellness Initiatives Committee. 

Grant recipients will be announced by May 15th, 
2026. 

Projects may start any time after May 15, 2026, con-
tingent upon authorized signatures. Projects must be 
complete by June 30, 2027.  The final report and in-
voice for payment must be submitted within 30 days 
after project completion.  

Suggestions for Project Proposals: 
• Improvements or outdoor exercise systems including 

bicycle paths, walking path development, accessible 
walking paths or hiking trails.  Include letters of sup-
port from partners that own property.  

• Playground equipment or interactive outdoor exercise 
equipment 

• Establish or expand community gardens or farmers 
market infrastructure. 

• Safety or user accessibility enhancements in parks or 
at swimming beaches (example: lifejacket stations, 
lifeguard chairs, benches, accessible walkways) 

• Basketball, volleyball, pickleball or tennis courts, 
skateboard or wheel parks. 

 
Other proposed projects are 

welcome. 

Call (715)373-6109  
or email Health@ 

bayfieldcounty.wi.gov  

for more info! 

http://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/communitywellnessgrant
http://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/communitywellnessgrant
mailto:Health@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov
mailto:Health@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov
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Online Dog Licensing 

NEW for 2026! 
  

Effective December 1, 2025, there is an 
online option for Bayfield County residents 

to license their dogs for 2026. 

  

To register your pet, please visit 

https://www.doglicenses.us/WI/Bayfield/ 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.doglicenses.us%2FWI%2FBayfield%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cpaige.terry%40bayfieldcounty.wi.gov%7C65e768fe1040405c154f08de1be8c0bd%7C145ec30e576940e28a4cfe09ea9581bf%7C0%7C0%7C638978883641391229%7CUnk
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Bayfield County Highway Department 

A Winter by the Numbers 
As the days grow longer and the sun finally begins to win 
the battle with winter, the Bayfield County Highway De-
partment is shifting gears from plow trucks to pavers. 
The winter of 2025–2026 has been what we might call 
“comfortably average” - which in Bayfield County still 
means plenty of snow and long 
hours. Unlike the lighter sea-
sons we’ve seen in recent 
years, this winter settled into a 
steady rhythm. 
 

As of March 3, 2026: 
• Snowfall: 113.5 inches 
• Regular Hours: 1,995 
• Overtime Hours: 1,276 
• Rock Salt Used: 3,297 tons 
• Salt Brine Applied: 108,630 

gallons 
 
Bayfield County maintains an even split of state and county 
highways - 175 miles of each. These figures represent 
roughly half of the total winter workload. And as any sea-
soned Northwoods resident knows, winter isn’t officially 
over until it says it is. 
 

Behind every ton of salt and every early-morning plow run 
is a dedicated crew that takes pride in keeping our roads 
safe. We’re fortunate to have a team that shows up - often 
before dawn - and gets the job done. 
 

Looking Ahead: A Busy Summer Season 
The 2026 construction season is shaping up to be a full one, 
with projects spanning the state and county highway sys-
tems, as well as partnerships with other de-
partments and agencies. In addition to road-
way work, we’ll be assisting County Forestry, 
the U.S. Forest Service, the Courthouse, 
Tourism, and local municipalities with trail 
work and infrastructure improvements. 
 

County Highway A Improvements 

One of the larger projects this season will be 
paving CTH-A from USH-2 south to Halfway 
Road (8.89 miles). In addition, we’ll com-
plete wedge and rut paving from Halfway 
Road to Kelly Lake Road. The entire corridor 
will receive fresh pavement markings in prep-
aration for a temporary detour route during 
upcoming bridge work near Brule. 
 

Our goal is to have this project wrapped up 
by June 30th, as detour traffic is expected 
shortly after the Fourth of July. 

County Highway M Upgrades 

We’ll also be paving 3.15 miles of CTH-M from Dells Road 
east to the Ashland County line. Ashland County will pave 
its portion of CTH-M from the county line to CTH-GG,  
creating a smoother ride across county boundaries. 
 

Additionally, chip sealing is planned from the intersection 
of CTH-D/M east to Dells Road. While chip sealing can be 
dusty and temporarily inconvenient, it remains a cost-
effective tool to extend the life of our roads as paving costs 
continue to rise. 
 

State Projects in Bayfield County 
• Fish Creek Bridge on USH-2 just west of the roundabout 
• Whittlesey Bridge on STH-13 north of the roundabout 
• Work at the Drummond Dam 
• Asphalt maintenance between Drummond and Cable on 

USH-63 
 

In addition to these larger efforts, crews will continue rou-
tine maintenance such as shouldering, crack sealing, and 
mastic repairs throughout the county. 
 

New Equipment & Expanded Capabilities 
A new mastic machine is scheduled to arrive at the end of 
April. Mastic repair is similar to crack sealing but includes 
aggregate, creating a stronger and more permanent fix for 
cracks, potholes, and asphalt irregularities. We’ll also do: 
 

• Crack sealing 
• Culvert and liner installation 
• Hydroseeding 
• Brushing and slope work 
• Guardrail repair 

 

Important Dates     
to Remember: 
 
ATV Route Requests: Due by the 
second Wednesday in February 
 
Bridge Aid Requests: Due by July 
15th for funding consideration in the 
following budget year. Culverts 36 
inches or larger qualify for County 
Bridge Aid assistance. 
 
Whether it’s snowplows in January 
or pavers in June, our mission re-
mains the same: keeping Bayfield 
County moving safely and  
efficiently - in every season. 
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Resilience and Prosperity in Northern Wisconsin 
The Resilience and Prosperity in Rural Northern Wis-
consin Project is a regional clean energy and resilien-
cy initiative led in partnership with the State of Wis-
consin’s Office of Sustainability and Clean Energy, 
the Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation’s 
Office of Rural Prosperity, Bayfield County, and the 
Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa.  
 
This initiative is designed to strengthen critical infra-
structure, lower energy costs, and improve energy 
reliability for rural municipalities and tribal communi-
ty services. This work is serving as a model for com-
munities throughout Wisconsin and the Midwest. 
 
The project centers on deploying 28 solar and battery 
microgrids at key public and tribal facilities, including 
highway garages, town halls, fire halls, the Red Cliff health clinic and transportation center. These systems 
will provide backup power during outages, ensuring continuity of essential public services and reducing 
dependency on the broader electrical grid. 
 
Bayfield County, one of Wisconsin’s largest and most rural counties, faces persistent challenges including 
low population density, aging infrastructure, harsh winter conditions, and rising energy costs. By deploying 
these distributed energy resources, the project improves system reliability while reducing long-term opera-
tional costs for small municipalities with limited infrastructure and financial resources. 
 
In addition to microgrid development, the initiative supports broader regional clean energy transition 
efforts. This includes expanding electric vehicle charging infrastructure to ensure future electrification of 
public and fleet vehicles is not delayed. The project includes three fast-charging stations located in Drum-

mond, Port Wing, and Washburn, along with multiple 
Level 2 chargers at town and county facilities.  
 
This initiative addresses  energy challenges in northern 
Wisconsin by investing in systems that improve emer-
gency preparedness and support continuous operations 
of essential services. Federal funding from the U.S. De-
partment of Energy is critical to ensuring financial viabil-
ity. While risks related to inflation, supply chain delays, 
and permitting remain, long-term operating costs are 
expected to be offset through energy savings and re-
maining clean-energy tax incentives. Construction and 
installation are scheduled to begin in mid-2026 follow-
ing completion of planning and engineering work. Over-
all, the project represents a transformative investment 
in the resilience, affordability, and sustainability of rural 
northern Wisconsin.  
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Keep Us In the Loop! 
Let us know when changes are made to your Town’s: 

• Trail ordinances 
• Parks infrastructure 
• New businesses 
• Community events 

 

Email info@travelbayfieldcounty.com or call 715-373-3491. 

We invite you to share your feedback. Your input plays an important 
role in shaping the future of our communities. This brief survey pro-
vides an opportunity to share your perspectives on the solar micro-grid project underway in 
Bayfield County. It includes less than ten questions and can be completed in just a few 
minutes. Your responses will help inform project decisions and ensure effective communication 
moving forward. We welcome your insights into the best ways to keep you informed with pro-
ject updates. Thank you for being an active part of our community! 

Participating Municipalities                                 Survey 1 

Non-Participating Municipalities                        Survey 2  

Complete the Solar Energy Survey! 

Questions? Contact Kelly Traczyk, Rural 
Sustainability Specialist with WEDC: 

kelly.traczyk@wedc.org 

mailto:info@travelbayfieldcounty.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdKVfoOTEJ9krxy8fM-DWOo41mV2Yu9IMiHAuuBfNQ8nyeL1g%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dheader&data=05%7C02%7Ckelly.westlund%40bayfieldcounty.wi.gov%7C780aa1b239a049cee83c
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSf24u6DkHhdLKjjVfd5Xnv0ySbPD3VMAr92C7BZ-5AEc12fPA%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dheader&data=05%7C02%7Ckelly.westlund%40bayfieldcounty.wi.gov%7C780aa1b239a049cee83c
mailto:kelly.traczyk@wedc.org
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New State Law Allows Towns to Create  
Residential Tax Incremental Districts 

The new law has some significant limitations, but this is a really big deal when it 
comes to rural housing development! 

Effective as of October 1, 2026, 

Towns with a sewer system or sanitary 
district can create Residential Tax       
Incremental Districts (TIDs). 
This is a major expansion of authority, even with the 
narrow definition. Previously, only Cities and Villages 
could establish TIDs that allow for new residential 
development.  
 

What Town Officials Need to Know 
 

The law limits eligible residential development to 
very specific types of housing (and nothing else): 

• Owner-occupied (no rentals) 
• Single-family or Duplex only (no multi-family  

developments) 
 

The law also limits the size of lots and structures. 
 

For single-family homes: 
• The lots must be less than 7,500 square feet.  
• Lots must have a width of 70 feet or less. 
 

For duplexes: 
• The lots must be less than 12,500 square feet.  
• Lots must have a width of 80 feet or less.  

 

For all structures: 
• No side setbacks can be more than 10 feet. 
• No single-story residence may be larger than 

1,500 square feet. 
• No 2-story residence can be larger than 2,000 

square feet.  
 

Funds are limited to infrastructure (not buildings). 
 

Eligible costs include: 
• Roads and utilities 
• Stormwater management, provided it serves the 

whole development, not individual lots  
• Professional services and administration 
 

 
 

 

Housing construction costs are not eligible.  
 

This law is intended to make development feasible, not 
to finance home construction.  
 

The financial caps are strict. 
 

Total value of all residential TIDs in a municipality 
cannot exceed 3% of total equalized value.  

• This is intended to limit the scale and number 
of TIDs created. 

 
Towns will have to prepare new policy.  
 
Creating a Residential TID will require Towns to 
establish: 

• Maximum development fees 
• Architectural and construction standards 

 
What else do Towns need to know? 
 

Timeline and financing structure: 
• These TIDs will have a 20-year lifespan, with 

the possibility of a 3-year extension.  
• Projects must be paid from future tax increment 

or fronted by developers.  
• Residential TIDs cannot share revenues with 

other TIDs or receive revenues from other TIDs 
 

* A new Residential TID will still require approval 
from a Joint Review Board, usually comprised of 
all taxing entities with local jurisdiction. 
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Energy Assistance Program 

Energy assistance payments vary depending on several factors, including household size, income, and annual 
energy costs. If your household meets the eligibility guidelines, you may be able to receive a benefit to help 
offset rising utility expenses. 
 
In addition to financial assistance, households that qualify for WHEAP may also receive referrals to other 
helpful services. These include the Weatherization Assistance Program, which helps reduce home energy use 
through efficiency improvements, and the HE+ HVAC Program, which may provide services if your heating 
system stops working. 
 
If you think you may qualify, applications are being accepted through May 15, 2026. To apply for energy as-
sistance, contact your local agency at (715) 373-6144 or (866) 432-8947. 
 
For more information about the Energy Assistance Program, visit: https://energyandhousing.wi.gov/Pages/Home.aspx. 
 

 

Ashland, Bayfield, and Iron County Health Departments—together with Tamarack Health Ashland Medi-
cal Center have partnered with CredibleMind to launch a new online mental wellbeing resource for com-
munity members. 
 

Through the MindsMatter Coalition, residents now have free, confidential, 24/7 access to more than 
10,000 science-backed resources, including articles, videos, podcasts, and 
self-assessments. The platform is designed to help individuals better under-
stand their mental health, build resilience, and find support for challenges 
such as stress, anxiety, sleep, and more. 
 

This initiative responds to the growing need for accessible mental health 
support identified in recent community health assessments and aims to pro-
vide convenient, trustworthy tools for improving overall wellbeing. 
 

Residents can explore the resource and get started at:  
https://mindsmatter.crediblemind.com/ 

New Free Mental Wellbeing Resource Available for Residents 

Household 
Size 

One Month 

Income 
Annual Income 

1 $3,201.75 $38,421 

2 $4,186.92 $50,243 

3 $5,172.08 $62,065 

4 $6,157.33 $73,888 

5 $7,142.50 $85,710 

6 $8,127.67 $97,532 

7 $8,312.33 $99,748 

8 $8,497.08 $101,965 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fenergyandhousing.wi.gov%2FPages%2FHome.aspx&data=05%7C02%7Cerin.j.tibbits%40bayfieldcounty.wi.gov%7C46f08b3c35054960b8bf08de7e0eca8b%7C145ec30e576940e28a4cfe09ea9581bf%7C0%7C0%7C639086799141773
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmindsmatter.crediblemind.com%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cerin.j.tibbits%40bayfieldcounty.wi.gov%7Cca99a597d83e464f93de08de89e7f6d7%7C145ec30e576940e28a4cfe09ea9581bf%7C0%7C0%7C639099826538811092%7CUnknow
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Birth to 3 and Children’s Long Term Care Support 

 

The Bayfield County Human Services Department offers many programs for children and their families. 
For youth with disabilities or delays, we will often look to the Birth to 3 program and Children’s Long-Term 
Support. These are statewide initiatives that each county runs to support children right here in our commu-
nity and in their homes. Read on to learn more about both Birth to 3 and Children’s Long-Term Support. 

Birth to 3 
 

The Wisconsin Birth to 3 Program supports infants and 
toddlers with developmental delays or disabilities and their 
families during the earliest years of life. Children may be 
eligible if they have a diagnosed condition that may affect 
development or if they demonstrate significant delays in 
areas such as communication, physical and motor develop-
ment, social and emotional development, cognitive learn-
ing, or adaptive/self-help skills. 
 

The early years are a critical time of rapid growth and 
learning, and early support can make a meaningful, lasting 
difference. Administered by the Wisconsin Department of 
Health Services, the program connects families with ser-
vices and resources that promote child development while 
supporting caregivers along the way. At the county level, 
providers work directly with families to complete develop-
mental evaluations, coordinate services, and ensure sup-
ports are delivered in a family-centered way. 
 

This family-centered approach recognizes that caregivers 
know their children best. Families’ routines, priorities, and 
strengths guide the work of the team, while providers part-
ner with caregivers to offer coaching and strategies that 
support development through everyday activities. 
 

Services available through the Birth to 3 Program may in-
clude service coordination, special instruction, speech and 
language therapy, occupational therapy,  
physical therapy, and other supports that promote early de-
velopment. A key focus of the program is providing ser-
vices in a child’s natural environment, such as the home, 
child care setting, or other community spaces where chil-
dren live, learn, and play.  
 

 

Children’s Long-Term Support 
 

The Wisconsin Children’s Long-Term Support (CLTS) 
Program is a Medicaid-funded program that helps children 
with disabilities and their families live, grow, and thrive at 
home and in their communities. 
 

As a home and community-based waiver program, CLTS 
allows Wisconsin to use Medicaid funds for a wide range 
of supports not typically covered. The goal is simple: help 
children remain in their homes rather than in institutional 
settings, while supporting their individual needs and family 
goals. 
 

Children and youth under age 22 may be eligible if they 
have developmental, physical, or emotional disabilities and 
meet functional and financial criteria. 
 

At the heart of CLTS is a team-based, family-centered ap-
proach. Families partner with their local county agency and 
a Support and Service Coordinator (SSC), who help guide 
the process—from application through service planning 
and connection. Families bring expertise about their child, 
while SSCs provide knowledge of CLTS policy and availa-
ble support. Together, they make decisions using Wiscon-
sin’s “Deciding Together” approach. 
 

Services are individualized and flexible, based on each 
child’s strengths, needs, and goals. A key strength of CLTS 
is continuous enrollment, which allows children to begin 
receiving services as soon as they are found eligible—
helping families access support without long waits. 
 

CLTS focuses on what matters most: 
 

• Supporting children to be part of their families    
 and communities 

• Building independence and life skills 
• Helping families care for their children at home 
 
Through strong partnerships between families, counties, 
providers, and the state, CLTS works to ensure every child 
has the opportunity to live their best life in Wisconsin. 

For more information, contact the  

Human Services Department  
at 715-373-6144. 
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Need a computer or laptop? Need general help with technology?  
 

 The Bayfield County Digital Navigator program card at libraries across the county 
can help.  More information and schedules below.  
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This project is supported, in whole or in part by federal award number CPFFN0201 awarded to Bay-
field County through $1.22 million of funds from the U.S. Department of the Treasury through the 
American Rescue Plan Act and the State of Wisconsin, acting by and through the Public Service 
Commission of Wisconsin.  
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County Board Rules Updated 

The Bayfield County Board has updated its board 
rules providing guidance to county board supervi-
sors.  The document outlines processes and proce-
dures adopted over the year as well as procedures 
to follow in unusual situations.  The goal is to 
quickly familiarize board members, existing and 
new, with adopted operating procedures. 

The Board Rules documents is located on the 
county web page on the County Supervisors Page. 
 www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov.      

County Board Supervisors are elected every two years, 
and there are thirteen seats on the Bayfield County Board. 

 

Click here for more information on  
How to Become a County Board Supervisor. 

http://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov
http://Www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov
https://bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/DocumentCenter/View/19897/How-to-Become-a-County-Board-Supervisor
https://bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/DocumentCenter/View/19897/How-to-Become-a-County-Board-Supervisor
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Wondering What’s Happening in Bayfield County?  
Check Out Bayfield County’s Resources! 

The County website is great for all sorts of information, including what meetings are scheduled                 
(along with the agendas) as well as what’s happening in the community.  

 

The calendar is on the landing page at www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov. There are three different tabs: 
 Public Meetings 
 Community Events 
 Classes & Workshops 

You’ll also find “County News & Updates” on the County website. From press releases to RFPs, the most cur-
rent and timely highlights of what’s happening at Bayfield County are at your fingertips. 
 
The website is a great resource. If you bookmark it on your browser, it just takes one click to access all of this 
helpful information. Better yet, sign up to be notified of new meetings, events, or news items with the “Notify 
Me” system on the website. Choose from over 100 different lists to receive a text or email notification when 
something new is added to that category. 

Another great information resource is the County’s Facebook pages.  

There is a general “Bayfield County Government” page along with department pages for: 

• Bayfield County Fair 

• Emergency Management 

• Forestry & Parks 

• Health Department 

• Highway Department 

• Land Records 

• Sheriff’s Office 

• Tourism 

• Veterans Service Office 

If you have a community event or some information that you would like us to share  
on the website or on Facebook, please let us know! 

http://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov
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Bayfield County 

FORECLOSURE?  TROUBLED FINANCES? 

HELP IS AVAILABLE 

Serving the Citizens of 
Bayfield County 

Www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov 

117 East Fifth Street 

P.O. Box 878 

Washburn, WI 54891 

 

 

With the 2026 Budget underway it is already time to set our sights on 
2027! If you have ideas or suggestions for budget items in 2027 please 
send them on.    Here is the budget calendar for the year. 

 

• January-March: Develop broad budget initiatives for 2027 

• April: Community Survey on 2027 initiatives 

• May: County Board Budget Planning and Priority Setting Session 

• June: Direction to County Department Heads 

• August: Departments submit proposed budgets 

• September: County Administrator submits a proposed, balanced 
budget 

• September / October: County Executive Committee meet an average 
of four times to review and modify the proposed budget as presented 

• October / November: Budget is presented to the full board for 
consideration 

 

Share your thoughts today!  

 

Email: Mark.Abeles-Allison@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov  

 

The 2026 Budget is available for viewing online at: 
www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/1097/County-Budget 

2027 Budget Input Wanted 

Every year property owners risk losing their home due to foreclosure. 

Resources are available to help residents access critical resources during 
these very difficult times. Counselors are available at local non-profit 
organizations that can help make the best of a difficult and unfortunate 
situations.  Their services are free and confidential. 

 

The  Wisconsin 2-1-1 call service or 877-947-2211 can help 
connect you to resources for assistance today. 

 
You can also call receive Mortgage Delinquency and Default 
Resolution Counseling through Catholic Community Services in 
Superior at 888-831-8446.  

 
If you or someone you know is on the tax delinquency list and are 
experiencing financial hardship it is important to get help now.   

 

Foreclosure is final.  We can't help if you don't call. 

Bayfield County Courthouse 
Built 1908 
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Phone: 715-373-6181 

Fax: 715-373-6153 

 

Email:  

Kristine.Kavajecz 

@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov 

or 

Mark.Abeles-Allison 

@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov 

or 

Kelly.Westlund 

@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov 

mailto:mark.abeles-allison@bayfieldcounty.wi.gov
https://www.bayfieldcounty.wi.gov/1097/County-Budget

