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STATE OF WISCONSIN
TOWN OF CABLE
BAYFIELD COUNTY

ORDINANCE NO. 51-2023
TOWN OF CABLE REVISED- COMPREHENSIVE PLAN CRDINANCE

SECTION i — TITLE AND PURPOSE

The title of this ordinance is the Town of Cable Revised Comprehensive Plan Ordinance,
The purpose of this ordinance is for the Town of Cable, Bayfield County, Wisconsin, to
lawfully adopt a comprehensive plan as required under s. 66.1001(4)(c), Wis. Stats.

SECTION Ii —~ AUTHORITY

The Town Board of the Town of Cable, Bayfield County, Wisconsin, has authority under its
village powers under s. 60.22, Wis. Stats., to appoint a town plan commission under ss.
60.62(4) and 62.23(1), Wis. Stats., and under s. 66.1001(4), Wis. Stats. to adopt this
ordinance. The Revised Comprehensive Plan of the Town of Cable must be in compliance
with s, 66.1001(4)(c), Wis. Stats., in order for the town board to adopt this ordinance.

SECTION Il — ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE

This ordinance, adopted by a majority of the town board on a roll call vote with a quorum
present and voting and proper notice having been given, provides for the adoption by the
town of a revised comprehensive plan under s, 66.1001(4) Wis. Stats.

SECTION IV — PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

The town board has adopted written procedures designed to foster public participation in
every stage of the preparation of a revised comprehensive plan as required by s.
66.1001(4)(a), Wisl Stats.

SECTION V — TOWN PLAN COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

The Pian Commission of the Town of Cable, by a majority vote of the entire commission,
recorded in its official minutes, has adopted a resolution recommending to the town board
the adoption of the Town of Cable Revised Comprehensive Plan, which contains all of the
elements specified in s, 66.1001(2), Wis. Stats.

SECTION VI ~ PUBLIC HEARING
The Town of Cable has held at least one public hearing on this ordinance, with notice in
compliance with the requirements of s. 66.1001(4){d), Wis. Stats.

SECTICON VIl — ADOPTION OF TOWN COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The town board, by the enactment of this ordinance, formally adoipts the document
entitled Town of Cable Revised Comprehensive Plan Ordinance under s. 66.1001(4)(c),
Wis. Stats.



SECTION VIl — SEVERABILITY

[f any provision of this ordinance or its application to any person ot circumstance is held
invalid, the invalidity does not affect other provisions or applications of this ordinance that
can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the
provisions of this ordinance are severable.

SECTION IX — EFFECTIVE DATE
This ordinance is effective on publication or posting.

The town clerk shall properly post or publish this ordinance as required under s.60.80,
Wis. Stats., and a copy of the ordinance and the Revised Comprehensive Plan, shall be filed
with at least all of the entities specified under s.66.1001(4)(h), Wis. Stats.

Adopted this 18" day of October, 2023, by rolf cali vote:

Ayes:
Nays: ¢

Malcolm Haag, Town ;ﬁm
! i / /a

7

Dean Hambrecht, fown Supervisor

ie HQ”y, Town SUPeWiSor e

y AN

Zacha(ry Larson, Town Supervisor

, Town Supervisor

ATTEST:

i McCauley, Clerk/Treasurer
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Town ofCableComprehensive Plan 282043 Introduction

1. Introduction

Plan Scope

The 1999 Wisconsin Legislative Act 9 created a framework in the State of Wisconsin for community
planning. In addition, the law created a plan grant program intended to help local governments (cities,
towns, and villages) with the cost of producing new /andipdated comprehensive plans. There are

nine elements of a comprehensive plan that must be addressed under the current legisldtese
elements will bareated as separate chapters in this comprehensive plre nine elements include

the following:

Issues and Opportunities

Housing

Agricultural, Natural, & Cultural Resources
Transportation

Utilities and Community Facilities
Intergovernmental Cooperation

Economic Development

Land Use

Implementation

= =4 -8 48 -8 -8 -5 _2_°

SOl dzaS wSONBI GA2y A RechestionSvll Nd-atidresised ag dn additofei A RSy
element/chapter in this comprehensive plan.

According to Wisconsin Statu66.1001, each element addresses required content resulting in a
compilation of gobs, objectives, actions. Maps and programs are also included if relevant to the
element Acomprehensive plan shall lskevelopedwith the general purpose of guiding and
accomplishing a coordinated, adjusted, and harmonious development of the community. In
accordance with existing and future needs;omprehensive plan will promote public health, safety,
and general welfare of the entire community.

What is acomprehensive plaf

A comprehensive plan is a local government's guide to community physical, soci@conomic
development.. Comprehensive plans are not meant to serve as land use regulations in themselves;
instead, they provide eational basisfor local land use decisions with a twentgar vision for future
planning and community decisions. Thewn of Cabl&evisedComprehensive Land Use Plan
(comprehensive plat) presents thainiquenesof the communityandreflects communityspecific

and locally driven planning processéfmally, the comprehensive plan ensures that local, county, and
state decision makersre wellequipped to understand what is in the best intereststud Cable
community.

L Wisconsin Statuté6.1001(1)(a)lt should be further notedthdatf t ] he enact ment of a comprehe
does not make t he <compr eh @NssonsinsStatpté6adl@Ol(y@)i t sel f a regul at
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Thecomprehensiveplan offers aéd A NR Qdok aStBe&liove listedelements providing overarching
guidancef 2 NJ / | abeidyThecom@dhénsive plafunctions as follows:

1 It addresses Towrelated trends and future needs throughhgerarchyof a vision, goals,

objectives, and actiodsmaking the plan useful angsable

It guidesdecisionmaking for decision makers (namely, the Cable Town Bpard)

It prioritizes topics for action, yet it dogst propose, approve, or deny any specfifoject,

and

{1 Finally,it canblock certain actions if those actionsentradic® a desired outcome (aka, a goal
or future land use)

T
T

The intent of thicomprehensiveplan is to offer guidance to the residents, stakeholdé&sdowners,
and decision makersf the Town of Cable to ensuend sustairthe longterm health,safety,and wel-
being ofCable

Foundation forthe comprehensive plan
The comprehensive plan is founded on balancing three primary components that comprise the Cable

community:

x Physical ("planet")
x Social ("people")
x Economic Development ("prosperity")

Therelationd G SNX & a® [( E@ndd € S
G22N)]FofS¢é¢ RSaONROS
betweenoverlapping componentsCommunity
members should strive for these relationships
as they contemplate actions designfmt
desiredchangeto Cable

Tocreatea sustainable community, the Cable
communityshould strike a balance between

Livable

these three components, focusing on the

2 Definition of terms:

X
X

X

X

Vision - The overarching idea(s) thatcommunityaspiestowards

Goali A statement of a desired outcome (it should describe a condition, NOT an action). The goal statement should help

answer the question, fAwhat is the desired épictured we

Objective - A strategic and intended action to invest in over a period.

U  An objective may have different specific actions (see below) that achieve the intent of the objective.

U  An objective should support a geaccomplishing an objective should result in achigvint he desired fpi
the goal.

Action - A specific, identified action that is rooted in accomplishing the strategic objective, and ultimately the goal that

this action supports.

3 The consistency requirement under Wisconsin St&6ite001(1) (am) daesic on s i s tteemeanfiwiutr hber s or
not contradict the objectives, goals, and policies cont a
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interactions between each componer@veremphasizing any one of these three components will
affect the other two componentsThe key to ahieving a balance is focusing on a sustainable
communityrather than the singular benefit to a particular component. When necessary, compromise
should be sought to maintain harmomynong the three components

Thecomprehensiveplanrevisionprocess andgublic involvement

The Town of Cable is committed to an open public involvement/outreach program that invites
participation from all residents at every level in the decisimaking process. The Town will continue to
engage the community in the developmeritman-related items and tasks that are discussed in the
comprehensiveplan. The following list details how the revision process was made available to Cable
residents and landowners:

x In August 2022, the Cable Town Board approved Resolution@®22 appove the Public
Participation Plan, which officially initiated the plan revision proctss participation plan
& LIS OA T A Odpgoftuditieg far publBomiient (oral and written), and consideration of, and
NBalLl2yaS G2z LddzotAO O02YYSyilaodé

x Meeting notices for all Plan Commissimonthly (and scheduled workjneetings were advertised
and publicly postedand open to the publigoublic commeits on the comprehensivevere
acceptal when offeredby residents

x Apublic meeting held in November 202%itedO2 YYdzy Al & dGAYy Ff dzSyOSNRERé
revision process

x In February 2023, attendees of the November 2022 meeting received an email update describing
the progress on revising the comprehenspian.

x A public information meeting was held Jaly 2023 to desiye the process used to revise the
comprehensive plan and to announce a@fy review period of the plan starting in midly.

x In July 2023, attendees of the November and July public information meetings received an email
announcing theend of the 30day review period and how a person could access the draft
comprehensive plan for their review/comment.

x After the 30day review period ended in midlugust, the draft comprehensive plan was finalized
In late September 2023, the Cable Town Bib&eld a public hearing to receiypeiblic comment on
the finalized comprehensive plan.

x In October2023, the Cable Town Board adopted the finalized comprehensive plan.

A ShortDescriptionof Cablé

Community mindedness and making visitors feel welcome hawvg been part of the Cable ethic. It

offers an impressive array of businesses, organizations, and amenities for such a small community and
for this reason serves as a commercial and cultural center for residents of surrounding communities as
well. On the one hand, Cable offers clean air and water and unparalleled access to the natural world
via miles of mapped trails and river routes and on the other hand, technology capabilities beyond what
may be found in major cities. The Town of Cable ComprehernangUse Plan endeavors to preserve

4Taken fromfiCable Cullings ou bpl i shed in conjunction with Cableds Centen
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and protect the community qualities valued by residents and visitors while carefully considering and
supporting social and economic growth that will ensure a successful future.
MYy €
|.

Ay KAa O2 YLINB
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Finally, i should be noted that referencé 2 & { S
/I oftSQa G266y OSYGSNI 6Ly
surrounding residential areas.
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The Beginning

Long years before the first whiexplorer passed through this area, the succession of tribes who
AYKFOAGSR GKS y2NIKSNYy FT2NBad dzaSR GKS a¢dzNIif S
Namakagon River connecting the waterway beginning in the Chequamegon Bay to the St. Croix
riverway and the Mississippi.

The first recorded mention of the Cable area comes from the journal of the French adventurer Pierre
Raddison who traveled from Montreal to Chequamegon Bay and south to Lac Courte Oreilles in 1659.
The Cable area was origingtigrt of the Northwest Territor§y That Territory eventually became the
Wisconsin Territory by an 1836 Act of Congress.

The area was officially surveyed, a job completed in October of 1858. However, it was not until the
development of the railroads thatignificant numbers of people moved into the area. Cable began its
strong connection to the surrounding natural resources with the subsequent exploitation of the

lumber resource in the latter half of the #%entury. Theowns that sprang up to serviceerb06700

man railroad crews tended to be hastily assembled and composed principally of saloons, lodging
K2dzaSa FyR aSadlofAakKySydga y20 LINRPBLISN (2 06S YSy
The last rail was laid on the last tie completing thaéroad line to Cable on Nov. 23, 1880, and the train
station was named in honor of the President of the Chicago Rock Island Railroad, Ransom Reed Cable.
Growth in the town of Cable was booming, until a May 1882 fire laid waste to mosttbkifpost

office was destroyed, there was not much left of Cable. By this time, the railroad crews had already
moved on. By 1883 only five families remained in the community.

A lumbering boom around Lake Namakagon in the late 1880s helped fuel the resurgenceeofiGab

post office was reestablished; hotels, homes and stores replaced those lost to the fire; and a school
district was established with a school built in 1885. Many who lived in the area or worked in the

lumber camps made or augmented their income lompting, fishing,or trapping. By the summer of

My pm> /I of SQa b ouithyWBsP ()2 N8 SRKSKF G a/ Fof SQa
O02YS (2 adlexe

As the great stands of pine were removed the boom logging days drew to aaléralgh the
AYRdAzZZAGNE O2y Ay dzSR a GKS NBYIFAYAYy3 KINRg22R ai
insatiable appetite for lumber as a building materflnew wave of settlers moved into Cable, many of

them immigrants who had previously worked hretlumber camps and were now looking for land to

FINY 2N G2 RSOSt2L) F2NJ 20KSNJ 2LIL2 Nldzy AGASas SEL

5 The Northwest Territory as ceded by Britain in 1783.
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1904, Cable was officially made a Town by ordinance. Prior to that, it had been part of the Town of
Drummond (which was founded in 1882).

Cultural

Formed in 1950, the Stokésebman American Legion Post 487 assists veterans, promotes social
recreational activities for members and community, and sponsors programs for charitable, literary, or
educational purpses.

N>

[A1S Yiye &avitt G26ya Ay G(KS &Grd8z /+o6fd8Qa AR

1 The Cable Congregational Church, now known as the Cable United Church of Christ, became a
congregation in 1901. Their first church was built aroundi(still contains) the original Cable
schoolhouse building; it moved to its present location in 1901.

1 St. Ann Catholic Church came into being in 1902. Their first church, though at their current
location, was quite modest, with three pews on each side.dthieent building was dedicated
in July of 1960.

9 Trinity Lutheran had its beginnings in 1914, when a Lutheran pastor from Phipps traveled to
Cable several times a month and conducted services in the Congregational Church. Their
original log cabin chapabn current property, was dedicated in 1939.

1 The Living Hope Church began as The Cable Missionary and Alliance church in 1934. Their first
OKdzNOK ¢ -BJdzNIJA2SRé aWBK22f K2dzZaSd ¢KS8& KI @S 0 €
State Highway 63 since 1975.

Utilities and Community Facilities

Utilities

Telephone service first came to Cable in 1922 and was located in the Fisk home, which is currently
known as the Book House, adjacent to the Forest Lodge Library. This became the Chequamegon
Telephone Cooperate in 1951 and is now the Chequamegon Communication Cooperative

Oab 2N R2¢ 0 GKS O2YYdzyAdeQa fINBHBSal SYLX 2& SN

Community Facilities

The Forest Lodge Library was built in 1925 as the Cable Community HouseRaéagirsg room and
community meeting cente It has always functioned as a lending library. When the Cable Natural
History Museum was established in 1968, the two organizations shared a single Board funded by the
Mary Livingston Griggs and Mary Griggs Burke Foundation. In 1992 the library ksthlifown

Board and became a fully functioning public library.

Late in 1967, an organization known as the Village of Cable Planning Committee was organized with its

major function to be the planning of a community center building. This project wamjpecation with
aNRE® W2KYy W [2dzAas 2yS 2F /I 06fSQa aSlazylt NB3
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There was considerable opposition to the building project, mainly based on the fear that it would end
up being a tax burden to local residents. Despite opposition, théimgilwas completed in the Spring
1970 and is an often used asset to the Cable community.

Economic Development

There are many businesses and organizations that have been and are important to the community of
Cable andhe factthey may not be mentioned herdoes not assess their importandée followings
meant only to provide an overview of the Town of Cable and is not meant to provide a definitive
history.

Like many small towns, Cable relied on manufacturing for its economic developmantl#er of
businesses were part of the Cable economy in the early to middle part of th€@6turyc 1918 was a
popular year for several business launches:

1 The Dye Plant manufactured methylene blue dye and later, as the Cable Chemical Workers,
ChrinolinYellow Dye at a property just south of Cable from 1918 into the middle 1920s. This
property later became the Truss Works.

1 Atthe same time and in another location south of Cable, off Randysek Road, the Irvington
Company produced the lip salve Lip byoto the late 1940s. This property was later a mink
ranch and is now part of the Namekagon Riverway as part of the larger St. Croix National Scenic
Riverway.

1 The Cable Produce Association was formed, which operated a cheese factory in the building
currentlycalled the THPlex. The factory operated under various owners until the early 1940s.
This same building later housed the Excel Post Card factory.

Many of the retail businesses and community organizations still operational in prdagr€able had
their beginnings around the mid0d" Century:

i Cable Lumber and Home was first opened as a retail outlet by the Rogan brothers in 1919 when
the lumber boom had passed.

1 The Corner Bar, originally a grocery and confectionary store, became a licensed premises
shortly after the end of Prohibition in the 1920s. The same property is now The Portage, a bar
and restaurant.

1 Andry Rasmussen and Sopki(nbing and heating servicewas established in 1946 and, while
no longer owned by the Andry Rasmussen family, itiooess to offer these valuable services
to the region.

Although the names and locations have varied, it seems that Cable has pretty much always had a post
office, a bank, a grocery store, a hardwatere,and a variety of restaurants. The Cable State Bank,
incorporated in 1917, closed in 1934. Banking retarite Cable in 1970 with the State Bank of

Drummond, now a Chippewa Valley Bank. Tom Rondeau, Sr., who had been managing a grocery store,
I Ol dZANBR KA& 26y LINPLISNI & Ay w™do(@ouhtyHghway )t S KI 3
ever since. What is novihé Cable CaféState Highway 63yas once the Swirl Inn. The premises
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currently occupied by The Sweet Exchaiga@vanaugh Roa#)as once the Dutch Kitch Inn, operated
by the Vanderploeg familyn March 1960the innwas the site of a surprise visit by JoR. Kennedy
while he was taking a campaign swing through northern Wisco8sinator Kennedgtopped for
coffee onhisway from Ashland to Haywdrandvisited students at the Cable School.

Recreation and Tourism

Hunting and fishing, initially subsistenaetivities, have continued to draw visitors to the Cable area.

The local lakes, forestayers,and streams have drawn people to the area for other recreational

reasons, as well, through all four seasons. Tourism has long been one of the most impootzone
SyaiaySasz +td y2 GAYS Y2NB SOARSYy(d GKIFIY RdZNAYy3 ali
MPTNnad 9YINBLINBYSdzNJ ¢2ye 2AaSQa RSOSt2ub¢Syd 27
Cablecommunity an international reputation. The historibli2 LIS NI @ Q& NBOSy i I Olj dzA
American Birkebeiner Ski Foundation and the planned development suggest that Telemark is working

its way back toward the top. Today I 6 f SQ& NByYy 26y SR (NI AdundHkidgi SYa R
mountain bile, ATV/UTVsnowshoe, shnowmobile, and cressuntry ski trailsreate an intertwining

trail system that is truly awnspiring.

The Cable Area Chamber of Commerce has been at its current location sincGni@@ves the
Towns of Namakagon, Drummond and Grandwie addition to Cable

6 The American Hiking Society hdabeledthe Cable arewitht hei r A Trai |l Town USAO0 designat
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2. Issues and Opportunities

Numerous issues were discussed throughout the Ré&isionprocess and preparation of the
comprehensive planThe followingtems were formulated aPlan Commission workeetings
throughout the Plarrevisionprocess incorporating many community perspeas The items have
0SSy 3INER dzLIS R in@@haldefical drédeto assigt thiireéxder.

Key Issues

Economic Development

x Job availabilitys mostlyservicebased work: is Cable investing appropriately in available
opportunities, such as the trade industry (i.e., plumbing, electritedalth caregiversyr
telecommuting?

x Cable struggles to find a diverse economy that is not natural resehased (ie., timber harvest)
2NJ oFaSR 2y AGaRSaldAYylFIiA2y NBaz2NIla¢ o6AdSods ¢St S
influenced by weather pattern@.e., low snow years limited skiing/snowmobiling opportunities)

x Cablemaynot be economicallyibrant to attract/retain young adultswho will be responsible to
operateexisting and futureommunity businesses and services?

x With Cablebeing attractive tcan affluent retired/senior population}) NS G KS ¢ 26y Qa 0 dz
attractive opportunity fo their shoppin@

x A strong desire for continued environmental resource protection may limit business opportunities
that challengeprudent natural resource use.

x As Cable becomes more widely known, corporate business interestsatmgde toocatein
Cable taking advantage of this increasing notoyigthreatening longstanding familybased, locally
owned businesses.

Government
x Seek more diverse and frequent information that keeps Cable residents apprised of the Town
A20SNYYSYyiQa RA&AO0dzZA&aA2YaKRSOAAAZ2YAD

Health

x Cable residents are susceptilitesocial isolatiorwith limited access tpublic transportation
community supportfechnology,or interpersonal interactionall ofwhich canincrease their health
risks.

x Cable residents have reduced geographic access to primary/urgent healtarghpharmaceutical
services

x Nonemergency medical transportation is limited.

x Caregiverswho care for ailing family membensiay not have adequate support froather family
membes, friends, or professional caregiverskingtheir own isolation andhealth condition.

x Foodsecurityis threatened by | 6 f SQa A,jh@eadng thé riSkar £&bke residentso not
afford nutritious foal.

x  The Great DividdmbulanceServicecouldbecomeunsustainablef staffing levels fluctuate
reducingthe effectiveness of itsnmediate emergency response

2-1
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Housing
x Sustainable economic and affordable living opportunite® presently limited for young
I Rdzt GakFlIYAfASasY 0S33IAyYy3aT GKS ljdzSadtAaz2ys a2 KSNB
x | I 0 hdbishg shortage adversely affects its senior population who would like to downsize their
living accommodations andik live within the communityincluding those seniors who need
assisted living accommodations or nursing home care).

Infrastructure

x [ FofSQa F3AAY3I AYFNF &aildNHzOG dzNBE O NP | Réodld passiyS ¢ | £ 1
adversely affetbusness growth as well as hindering pedestrian accessibility to Town amenities
(i.e., Town Recreation Park).

x [ 1 0ofSQa AYFNFadNHzZOGdzNE Aa y20 {SSLAyYy3a LI OS gA
services (i.e., electric vehicle chargsigtions).

KeyOpportunities

Cultural
x [ 2y 0AydzS [/ 6fSQa -ceudred ciecte FactiseSahd/halpful )y Ifeleltesing
and visiting results in a ngtositive outcome.
x [ 6f SQ& a dzA(é.¢, Cable NaturaSHistory ME&eéum, Cable/ldkagon History
Museum Forest Lodge Libragryamazing number of events, and outreaching activsiesuld
continue to succeed due to residents wkown for their strong volunteer spirit of helping others
wide range of interests, curiosity, and desire lite-long learning
x [ 2y 0AydzS LINBY2OGAYy 3/} Bﬁééménﬁnmﬁ@ébl’émﬂl&ﬁ-lisﬁ&)@ﬁ a
Museumii 2 LINBPY20S &2dzy3 OKAf RNByQa a20Alf Ay idSNI
x Continue promoting the Forest Lodge Library expansion project to meedtey Ydzy A G & Q& f A
and media needs.
x Continueinvesting in providing activity outlets for people of all ages
U 9EI YLX Sa 27F / Ishde8@® Ay @SaldYSyia
New playgrouncequipment at Town Recreation Park
Bicycle skills course and a concrete pump track
ate park
/0tftS YARQa tfl OS
Pickleball courts
Walk-in, tent-only campground

v I D

Economic Development
x Leveraging the past ten years of investment, continue developing a custiaedly economic
OSYGiSN)I 6AGK RAODGSNES | YSYAGASd. 6KATS NBGFAYAY3

"Several prominert act or s are aff ect i nipcre@sing presénse of shosrm rergal umis,dostr t uni t i
housing due to lack of maintenaneedhousingconstruction difficultiegbuilding costs, supply chaiissueslack of people
in skilled trade occupatiohs
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x [ 2y 0AydzS /F6fSQa SO2y2 YA Gased loddlly winél Misinedsesovet JK | &
corporate business enterpris€s.

x Inspire ooperative business development, ling businesse® each otherthat createsa friendly
atmosphereto patrons.

x Promote/ I 6f SQ& da ¢G&Z D2 NR Dz B Havardigdin-liome opporiuSitiedop >
marketingi KS ¢ 2 6y Q& -spdedifdrrietSafvice téttkagk &younger workforce

Environment
x Continue emphasizing the desire for high wateality by effectively managing development and
recreational use around lakes, streams, and associated water bodies.

Health

x Encourage additional local medical services to effectively stieK S 02 YYdzy A (i@ Qa LJ2
(infants to elderly)

x Encourageommunity health by supporting fithess/physical activi&ilities and eventand local
efforts to provide nutritious foodo Cable residents

x Look for ways to supportcegivers who care for ailing family membérg I g2 A R (G KS OF N
own isolation and &alth condition.

Housing

x Provide desirable and available amenities and services (partichigthspeed Interne} to attract
peopleto visit or reside in Cable

x Explore how to provide housingfol 6 f SQa a Sy A2 NJ LJ2 Lldeivhsizeittely 6 K2 &
living accommodations and still live within the community

Recreation

x Facilitate cooperation between all recreational user groups to continue appropriate access to and
within the Town of Cable

x [ 2yliAydzS /I ofSQa S EifydigHydesitableBanidni recteatinevemit® NJ K 2 &
GKSNB (KS O 2-poweyoluiteeisgirit and rerfowned and diverse trail networks are
on full display.

x Be attentive to recreation trail connectivity between desired destinations as well as devglopin
new destinations to attract recreation users.

x Promote Cable based on the unparalleled available recreation trail miles per capita and the diverse
and vast opportunity to recreate in the outdoors (hunting, fishing, motor sports, silent sports).

x Explore pasibilities for anndoor recreatiorfacility for all ages and abilities

The issues andpportunitiesstated above reflect theoncerns and desiresf the community and what
characteristics in the Town of Cable are important to address ictingorehensre plan These issues
were the guiding forces for developing the goals and objectives presented icothigrehensive plan

Many of the issues andpportunitiesareinterrelated Throughout the planning process, the Plan
Commission was challenged to identify strategies which balance and address these ditipresnt
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Thesestatedissues an@pportunitiesshould not preclude the discussion of additional issudsitatre
meetings.Furthermore, future efforts should be made to solicit additional public input on a regular
basis and updates to theomprehensive plashould be made as deemed necessary.

Vision Statements

The following vision statements have been prepared for the ToiM@able. These statements are
intended to assist the Town Plan Commission, Town Beawd Bayfield County in decision making for
future Town activities related to thdiscussectlements.

Goals objectives and actionghat support the vision statemerfbr each plan element are presented in
the following chapters. These vision statements, gaatgectives, andctionsare reasonable
pathwaysto fully achieve the future vision of the community.

Housing Vision Statement

Housing availability and occupancy in the Town of Cable is suitable for all inagenand functional

levels. Housing developments in all locations reflect a desirable living environment, integrating the

F NBF Qa yI GdzNI £ 06 S| dzi & SoyKiAXaS ANGIASLANAGIASY B Ldl KNTI ASD/ded A
housing exhibits a Northwoods personality while also fostering contemporary living considerations

(e.g., telecommuting opportunities).

Agricultural, Natural,& Cultural Resources Vision Statement

TheTown of Cabl@ @pen space and surrounding natural environment reflect a sense of pride with
appropriate land use while conserving resources for future generatustainability ishe foundation

for any land useCabléas a friendly, small town, wheregpple (both residents and visitors) feel they

are part of the community. Personal investment in the community results in meaningful outcomes. The
O2YYdzyAleQa @Aadzrt | LIISFE yR OdzZNA2aAA0& NBLINBEA S

Transportaion Vision Statement

¢tKS ¢2gy 2F /1 0fSQa NRIFIR ySG62N] LINRBYARSa al TS
Road conditions are appropriately maintained and constructed commensurate with their expected use.
An effective public transportation system keeps residgetinnected to their surrounding community.
Renowned and diverse trail mileage (both motorized and-matorized) is unparalleled in providing
SYyiN® (G2 YR LI} &aal3dS GKNRdzZAK (GKS | NBIFQa vyl idzNI

Utilities and Community Facilities Vision Statement

CKS ¢2gy 2F /1 0ftSQa ljdzr t AG& 2F t AFS-priced utlitgK | y OS F
Connectedness to the outside worldasadlyavailable through forwardhinking Internet and fiber

optic coverage. Community facilities provide amtes and services in a pedestrifnendly town

center while also providing infrastructure forghlyregardedrecreation events.

Intergovernmental Cooperation Vision Statement
The Town of Cable works in strong collaboration with the surrounding ToinDsicnmond, Grand
View, and Namakagon on topics/issues that jointly affect them. The Town of Cable demonstrates
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cooperative behavior when working with local school districts, Bayfield County, Wisconsin state
agencies, and federal agencies

Economic Develpment Vision Statement

The Town of Cable is a vital and attractive community working together to provide a healthy, diverse,
stable economy that preserves our Northwoods resources, lifestyles, and attitudes for our current and
future populations. The Towleverages its natural resource assets to attract economic opportunities
OADPSDP®E RSAANIoOES tAGAY3A SYBANRBYYSYG F2N G46StSO2Y
long-standing character, receiving vibrant support from permanent/garte residents and visitors.
Employment opportunities are sustainable, appropriately compensated, and attractive fotdong

residency. Businesses offer a diverse mix of employment opportunities, including service, retail,
commercial, agricultural,andindustrial.

Land Use Vision Statement

Land use in the Town of Cable emphasizes connectivity among its residents, a casual lifestyle that

draws people to livework,; YR NBONBI GS® [20Ff fFyR dzaS NBTt SO
uniquenessespecially with the emphasis on arts and continuous learning. Peopkneachedby the

diversity of the available opportunities to enjoy the surrounding landscape.

RecreationResourced/ision Statement

CKS ¢2g6y 2F /1 0fSQad RSAANBR tAGAYy3I SYyBANRYYSyYyl
FOGAQGAGASEAE OUNIAfAZT GAfTREAFTS GASGAYIS theseBa(asz
number of trails per capita remainsunpardlléE R Ay LINRPQPARAY3A |y SyuNBgl @
resourcesCable is an excellent host of multiple recreation events that draw visitors to the Hnea.

Cable Recreation Park continues to have an amazing number of diverse recreation opportahities n
expected of a small community.

~

Demographics

t 2LJdzf I A2y OKFy3aS A& GKS LINRAYIFINEB O2YLRYSyd Ay
future population trends. Population characteristics direatiffuenceCablé@ housing, education,

utility, community, and recreation facility needs, as well as its future economic development. Over

time, there can be fluctuations in the local and regioeebnomieswhich can influence population

change.

Population Counts

Figure2-1 (next pagelisplays thedecennialpopulation trends for the Town dfableand surrounding
communitiesfrom 1950 to 2@0. Population levels during theeventyyear(70) period haveslowly
increasedwith slight fluctuations between decadeSrom 1950 t®2020, the Townexperienced a

overall increasef 173personswhich isa 25.4% increaseln the most recent decade, the population
increased bywenty-eight (28) people(a 3% increase) bring theTowrQ & LJ2 LJdzt | ZOgoRry G 2 |
of 853.

8 @mmerciab refers to businesses intendedmake a profit.
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1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
T. Cable 680 622 738 831 817 836 825 853
T.Drummond 425 368 349 417 417 541 463 544
= T. Grandview 450 387 370 419 419 483 468 508
—T. Namakagopn 205 125 224 276 276 285 246 316
T. Cable T. Drummond e==T. Grandview T. Namakagon

Figure2-1: Historical Population Trends

SourcelU.S.Census Bureau and WI DOA
*Note: The Town of Cable figures for 1950, 1960, 1970, and 1980 include the Village oivGaiblelissolved into

the Town of Cable ih984.

Population Projections

Population projections provide a look to the future. These projections are a representation of the

future population based on past trends. Significant variances in future population can result due to

future economic changeshangesn land prices, the nuiver of seasonal homes being converted to

yearround statug(or vice versg)and thenumber of jobs available in thBownor region As theTown
cannot predictoday what the future population levels will be, the projections provide a guide for what

might occur in the future

The population projections produced by thiéisconsin Department of Administration NJS

official projectionsAlternative popuétion projectionsbased on historic population counts were also

idKS

derivedby the Northwest Regional Planning Commission for Cable and surrounding tagune2-2
(next pagexharts the population projections for the Town ©&ble and surrounding towrisrough

2040. Anecdotally, these projections do not account for the population dynamics witnessed during the
COVID pandemic (202m23) Those dynamics may have lessened the projected population decreases

between20202025.
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T. Drummond NWRPC T. Drummond WDOA
= T. Grandview NWRPC === T. Grandview WDOA
— T, Namakagon NWRPC === T. Namakagon WDOA

Figure2-2: Town of Cable Population Counts & Projections 21020

Source: U.S. Census Bur@®102020, Wisconsin Department of Administrati@ificial Projections 2012040,
Northwest Regional Planning Commissidternative Projections 2012040

Age Trends

Population figures and growth rates do not provide any insigtat the characteristics of the

population. To learn more about the people of the TowrCable information about race, sex, and age

of the population must be examine#figure2-3 (next pagegisplays the agdistribution of theTown

from the American Commutyi Survey 5Year Estimates 2018020 The mediaragewithin the Town
wasestimated at58.9yearsT . | @ FA St R / 2 dzy (yéafsds avcGnparioyl, the 3S A & p |
Wisconsin median age is 40.1 yedlsis Cable is distinctly an older community comparechirest

of the state.

Figure 24 (next pageqisplays the population pyramid for the Town of Cable depicting male and

female age distribution. As is typical with most towns in northern Wisconsin, there is a lack of people in
the 18 to 24 age range and n@people 50 years and older. This can be attributed to young people
leaving for educational and employment opportunities elsewhere and coming back to live and retire in
the area.
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= Under 5 years Bayfield County
" 5to9years
® 10 to 14 years 2.7% . 2.5%

15 to 19 years
= 20 to 24 years
= 25 to 29 years
m 30 to 34 years

= 35 to 39 years < / : .
= 40 to 44 years ~ :
® 45 to 49 years <

® 50 to 54 years
m 55 to 59 years
® 60 to 64 years
m 65 to 69 years
= 70 to 74 years

75 to 79 years
= 80 to 84 years
= 85 years and over

Figure2-3: Age Distributionfor Cable and Surrounding Towns

Source American Community SurveyYear Estimates 2038020

85 years and over Medfnégzeo
80 to 84 years seene 5010

75 to 79 years
70 to 74 years
65 to 69 years
60 to 64 years
55to059years 5O Q== == = — = == == 50§
50 to 54 years
45 to 49 years
40 to 44 years
35 to 39 years
30 to 34 years
25 to 29 years
20 to 24 years
1510 19 years
10 to 14 years

5to 9 years
Under 5 years

50.2lllllllllllllllll

lllllllllllllllllllllllll43.9

25 20 15 10 5 0 5 10 15 20 25

% Female 2010 m % Female 2020 % Male 2010 m % Male 2020

Figure2-4: Town of Cable Population Pyramid

Source American Community SurveyYear Estimates 2018020
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Racial Composition

According to the 2020 U.S. Censirg tacial makeup of the Town Gfableis mostly represented by
white (96.2%). African American, Native American, and Asian make up the remaining 3.8% of the
TowQa L2 Lzt I GA2Y

Education Levels

Figure2-5 shows the educational attainment of individu&lgenty-five 25) years and over in the Town
of Cable compared to Bayfield Courtyd the State of WisconsiAccording tasurveydata, of the 626
eligible individuals in Cable, 94.1% waigh school graduatsor higher. The relativelgrominent level
of educated individuals can be linked to the high proportioalfegeeducatedretirees in theTown

. 1.0%
Graduate or professional degr 5 12.4%
. 0

Bachelor's degre

Associate's degre

9.5
S ol 1o e e

High school graduate (includ
equivalency)

Educational Attainment

9th to 12th grade, no diplom

Less than 9th grad

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%
Percent of Residents Age 25 Years and Olde

O State of Wisconsin @ Bayfield County = Town of Cable

Figure2-5: Town ofCableEducation Attainment

Source American Community SurveyYear Estimates 2612020

Incomeand Poverty

The median family income for the Town of Cable wés3l 3according to the 2P0 Censugcompared
to the medianincomein Wisconsins $63293). Cable hashe lowestmedian incomecompared to
Bayfield Countywhose median income #57,25% and the surrounding town@=igure 2-6, next page.

Employment rates in the Town of Cable are comparable to surrounding towns and Bayfield County, yet
lower than the State of Wisconsin as a whdtg(re 27, next pag@. Ths is likely related to higher

numbers of retirees who are eligible to work but choose not to do so. This is a common occurrence in
the area. Additionally, poverty rates are low in Cable (4.7%) compared to surrounding towns, Bayfield
County, and Wisconsiffrigure 27).
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Figure2-6: Median Household Income
SourceAmerican Community SurveyYear Estimates 2018020
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Figure2-7: Employment and PovertRates

Source American Community SurveyYear Estimates 2018020

Household Characteristics, Trends & Projections
References to some housing characteristics can be confusing result, dfinitions referring to

household characteristics magsist the reader in further understanding household figuhesording
to the U.S. Census Bureau:
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Ahousing unitis a house, apartment, mobile home, group of rooms, or a single room
that is occupied (or if vacant, is intended for occupancy) as sepavatg fquarters.
Separate living quarters are those in which the occupants live and eat separately from
any otherpersonin the building and which have direct access from the outside of the
building or through a common hall.

Ahouseholdconsists of all thg@eople who occupy a housing unit. There are two major
categories of households, "family" and "nonfamily".

Afamily households a household maintained by a householder who is in a fataity (

or more people residing together, and related by birth, mayeaor adoption, and

includes any unrelated people (unrelated subfamily members and/or secondary
individuals) who may be residing there. The number of family households is equal to the
number of families.

A nonfamily householdonsists of a householdéving alone (a ong@erson household)

or where the householder shares the home exclusively with people to whom he/she is
not related.

Occupantgnay consist of a single familyne person living alonéwo or more families
living together or any other group of related or unrelated people who share a housing
unit.

Table2.1 below portraysestimates ofsome of the types of households in the TowrCaible

Table2-1: Cable Household Characteristics

Households by Type Number

Total households 388
Family households (families) 241
With own children under 18 years 48
Nonfamily households 178

Householder living alone 126
Householder 65 yea@nd over 52
Average household size 1.99
Average family size 252

SourceAmerican Community SurveyYear Estimates, 201820

National and state trends have all moved towardsrareasen the number of households, along with
adecreasdn the averageumber of peopleer householdThe main reasons for this decrease in
household sizénclude butare not limitedto a decrease in birth rates, people waiting longer to get
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married, and anricrease in the average life span thereby resulting in more elderly people living alone.
The Town ofCablehas followed this trendwith an overall increas® households an@ decreasen
the numberof peopleper household.

Based on historiestimates the total number of households (occupied y@aund dwellingsfor Cable
and most surrounding townsill remain consistento the year 2d@0 followed bya slight predicted
decreasgFigure2.8). This trend is consistent with the County as a whole

500
450
2
o 400
IS
2 350
o
o 300
e
2 250 — I——
] m—
@ 200
)
T 150
100
50
0
2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040
T. Cable 412 440 442 450 448 439 422
T. Drummond 224 229 220 217 208 194 179
—T. Grandview| 221 236 238 247 247 243 236
—T. Namakagon 132 140 138 136 133 126 118

Figure2-8: Household Projections

Source: American Community Survey éarEstimates 2002010, 20132015, 20162020 &Northwest
Regional Planning Commission

Employment Characteristics

Nearlyeighteen percenti8%) of Cable residents are employeddaducational service$ealth care

and social assistancehis is reflective of thaging populationHowever, retail and arts,

entertainment, and recreation, and accommodation and food servicesrnpknearlythirty-two
percent(32%)of industry employmentKigure2-9, next page. This is an indication of the importance

of tourism to theTownand surrounding areafuring the summer season, area lakes and resorts draw
tourists from around theegion to the area for rest and relaxation. During the winter seasons, the
snowmobile ski, and fat bikdrails, as well as ice fishindraws tourists.
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. . | Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and
% of Occupation in Industry  mining

n Construction
Manufacturing
Retail trade

Transportation and warehousing, and utilities

| ]
||
[ |
Information
n Finance and insurance, and real estate and r
and leasing
||
17.7 \
||

Professional, scientific, and management, an
administrative and waste management services
Educational services, and health care and so
assistance
Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and
accommodation and food services
| Other services, except public administration

n Public administration

Figure2-9: Town of Cable Occupation by Industry

Saurce: American Community SurveyYear Estimates 2018020

Employment Status

Employmentstatusfor the labor forcas shown inTable2-2. Of the populatioragedsixteen (6) years
and over,65.6% were in the labor force ar@#.4% were not inlie labor forcé. Of those in the labor
force,63.26 were employed and.3% were unemployed.

Table2-2: Cable Employment Characteristics

Characteristic Number Percent|
Population 16 years and over 639 100.0%
In labor force 419 65.6%

Civilian labor force 419 65.6%
Employed 404 63.206
Unemployed 15 2.3%

Armed Forces 0 0.0%

Not in labor force 220 34.%%

Source American Community SurveyYear Estimates 2018020

ANot in the | abor forceo refers to people who are
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Commuting to Work
Based orthe American Community Survey Estimates 28080 of the 404 Town ofCableresidents
sixteen (6) years and ovewho commuted to work:

61.96 drove a car, truck, or van
16.1% carpooled

4.5% walked

16.3% worked at home

1.0% used other means

0.2% used publitansportation.

o> I I D

Themean travel time to workis 25.4minutes The high number of people who work from home is
indicative of a change in the workforce to hothased businesses and telework opportunit{@dich is
possible through the avaibility of highspeed internet)
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3. Housing
Introduction
| 2dzaAy 3 OKIFNI OGSNRAGAOAE IINBE NBfFGSR 2 GKS &2 0A

Information in this element will provide data about the current housing stock, as well as identify
significant changes in the number of housing units atieer housing characteristics. The ability of a

community to provide amppropriatehousing supply is crucial to its economic viability and the

wellbeingof its inhabitants.
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Figure3-1 addresses the numbef housing units in the Town @able and surrounding arebstween
1980 and 2020According to the 2020 Censusihin that period, the total housing units increased by
21.9% (+14Z units), putting the total housing units &819.
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T. Cable 672 753 736 778 819
T. Drummond 645 621 720 693 658
—T. Grandview 449 502 517 587 580
—T. Namakagop 536 625 520 596 649
Year
T. Cable T. Drummond =——T. Grandview =——T. Namakagon

Source American Community SurveyYear Estimates 2018020

Figure3-1: Housing Units
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There are 335 owneoccupied housing units, sixtiiree (63) longterm renter occupied units, 287

seasonal units, and nineteen (1®)d NHzS ¢ @1 Ol yRigurdB2) \iadant hotising linidsth&re 6
decreased over time. The conversion of seasonal, recreational, or occasional use units to permanent
dwelllngs by retiring seasonal homeowners most likely caused this slight decreasesSe a { S| &2 y |

| 2YSé¢ aSOUuAz2y o6St2g F2NI I Y2NB RSOGFAf SR RAA&Odza 3
500 483
450 435
400
350 | 339 2o
300 287
2
© 250 221
)
200
150 123 131
100 63 75
50 19 11 210 | g 6 5
0
T. Cable T. Drummond| T. Grandview| T. Namakagon
m Owner Occupieg 335 123 221 131
m Renter Occupied 63 75 21 6
Seasonal 287 483 298 435
"True" Vacant 19 11 8 5
® Owner Occupied m Renter Occupied = Seasonal = "True" Vacant

Figure3-2: Housing Unit Classifications

Source American Community SurveyYear Estimates 2018020

Average Household Size

A gradual deline of inhabitants per occupied household is occurring througBaytfieldCounty and
northern WisconsinHowever,in the Town ofCable the number ofpersors per household barely
declined, froman average of.99persons per householfito an average of 97 persons per
household. Cablemay be an outlying trend relative to the surrounding area becabsgéneral
trends causing this decline include the eutgration of inhabitants over the age eighteen(18)for
work or school, overall smaller family sizes, fewer families with children moving inftotlg and
fewer children being born tdownresidents. Additionally, man@ablehouseholds are composed of
retirees (single or couplesy are single person houkelds.

10 According to the American Community Survey'Bar Estimates 2018020
11 According to the American Community Survey'Bar Estimates 2012015
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Occupancystatus

Since the Town dEable like much oBayfieldCounty, idransitioning toa vacation and retirement
destination, the number of seasonal, recreation, or occasional use housing wotspgrable to that

of occupied housing unit#\s occupied housing units increased from 1980 to 2020, vacant housing
units increased at &asterrate, indicating the rising prevalence of converting seasonal, vacation, and
retirement home into yearound occupied housind-{gure 33).

500
391
©« 400 330 346 381 366
5 293 284
D
> 300
2 200 171
T
100
0

1980 1990 2000 2010 2020
Year

B Occupied Housing Units = Vacant Housing Units

Figure3-3: Town of Cable Occupied and Vacant Housing Units, 12&20

Source American Community SurveyYear Estimates 2018020

Housing StoclCharacteristics

Understanding the relative age of the housing stock community is a good indicator of the condition
of the available housing unitsigure 34 (next page)ists thepercentageof homes builtwithin a given
time. Current trendgollowingthe 2020censugnay not be reflected ifrigure 34 due to the recent
changes in the volume of construction related to increased development in the area following the
COVIBL19 pandemicThe median year built for homes in Cable is 19744 +ears).

Owneroccupied homes in the Town of Cable are valued atedian range of $142,900-429,530
(Figure 35, next pagg. Of the 335 units, 32.5% were valued between $50,000 to $99,999. These
estimates are subject to a moderate margin of error due to changing housing markets, construction
costs, and other regiondrends.
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Figure3-4: Age of Housing Stock
SourceAmerican Community SurveyYear Estimates 2018020
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Figure3-5: Town of Cable Housing Value

Source:American Community SurveyYear Estimates 2018020

Affordability of owner and renter occupied units is critical to sustaining population and employment
levels for local businesses. According to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD), affordable housing cogtshich includeutilities, taxes, mortgage or rent payments, and
insurancg should not be greater thathirty percent 30% of the total household income. If the
housing costs are greater than@0households may have difficulty making ends mé&able3-1

shows the monthly owner costas a percent of household inconaes reported bythe American

34



























































































































































































































































































































